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Executive Order No. 7  

 

WHEREAS, it is the clear and express intent of this Administration that all 

individuals who are elected to or otherwise hold public office shall adhere to the highest 

ethical standards; and 

 

 WHEREAS, prior actions of the New Jersey Legislature and existing Executive 

Orders have imposed stringent requirements on those individuals who hold public 

positions; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 2004, there have been a series of legislative and executive 

actions which have imposed restrictions on the campaign contributions of those who 

contract with the State of New Jersey and other public entities, so as to avoid actual 

conflicts of interest or even the appearance of conflicts of interest in the public 

contracting process; and 

 

  WHEREAS, even though these “pay-to-play” restrictions have had a positive 

impact on the public contracting process, they have not extended their reach to all 

“business entities”  which contract with the State of New Jersey and other public entities; 

and 

WHEREAS, even though contributions in excess of the amount identified in 

legislation, Executive Orders, and regulations are restricted to many forms of political 

and campaign committees, these restrictions have not extended their reach to all such 

committees; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHRIS CHRISTIE, Governor of the State of New 

Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and by the Statutes of 

this State do hereby DECLARE, ORDER, and DIRECT: 

 

1. Prior Executive Orders implementing “pay-to-play” restrictions are hereby 

modified to include within the definition of the term “Business Entity” any Labor 

Union or Labor Organization which enters into contracts with the State of New 

Jersey and its instrumentalities or with other New Jersey public entities.  The 

reference in this Executive Order to "labor unions" and "labor organizations" shall 

include any political committee formed by any such labor union or labor 

organization, one of the purposes of which political committee is to make political 

contributions.  All Department and Agency heads are directed to revise current 

regulations to be consistent with this change. 

 

2. Prior Executive Orders implementing “pay-to-play” restrictions are hereby 

modified to include Legislative Leadership Committees within the list of 

committees and depositories as to which the contribution restrictions are 
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applicable.  All Department and Agency heads are directed to revise current 

regulations to be consistent with this change. 

 

3. This Order shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this 20th day of January, Two Thousand and Ten, 

and of the Independence of the United States, the Two Hundred and Thirty-Fourth. 

 

 

/s Chris Christie 

Governor 

 

[SEAL] 

 

Attest: 

 

/s Jeffrey S. Chiesa 

Chief Counsel to the Governor 

 

 

   

 

 


